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1. Everyone is exposed –no lower threshold 

1. Everyone in Europe is exposed to 

harmful levels of air pollution 

(97. 5% European population) 

2. No lower threshold below which air 

pollution is safe 

Source: file:///C:/Users/vlq961/Downloads/ETC%20HE%20report%202022-3_status_eionet_mix_2021_2022-03-31_FINAL-2. pdf 
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exposed 
to 

heat 
and 

air 

pollution will be 
beneficial 

for our health and 
wellbeing 

More 

people 
will die of 

lung 
diseases in our cities when 

high temperatures 
are combined with 

high 
levels of air 

pollution. 
This is 

especially 
true for those of us who are 

65 and older. 

The 
good 

news 
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Health burden of air pollution 

Premature deaths + millions of new cases of 

disease, symptoms, worsened quality of life, 

doctor visits, ER visits, hospital admissions, sick 

days (school & work), medication use…. 

COVID-19 
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Conclusion 

New AAOD, fully aligned 
with WHO 2021 

AQG, 
is a 

major public 

and 
planetary 

health 
opportunity, 

that would: 

1. 
prevent 

a substantial number of new cases of 
major 

NCDs 

2. make EU citizens more resilient to seasonal influenza 
epidemics 

and 

COVID-19-like new 
pandemics 

3. 
improve 

life of 
lung, heart, and other chronic disease 

patients 

Indirect benefit for health 
- 

help mitigate unprecedented 
climate 

change 

impact 
on our health and our 

planet 
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Clean air as a basic civil 
right 

- 

no one should 
get 

sick or 

die from 
breathing 
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