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BAVARIAN Railway Company (BEG) has awarded DB Regio the Franconia and South Thuringia contract to operate 5.7 million train-km
annually to connect Nuremberg and Bamberg with Wiirzburg, Saalfeld, Sonneberg and Erfurt.
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Locomotive-powered double-deck trains will be replaced by new Siemens EMUs.

Keith Fender

The concession includes 5.1 million train-km within Bavaria, with the remaining 0.6 million train-km in Thiiringen. The new contract, which
incentivies the operator to maximise revenue while BEG takes on the energy and staff cost risk, will begin in December 2023 and run until
December 2035.

The new contract maintains and expands existing services on the Nuremberg — Bamberg — Wiirzburg, Bamberg — Lichtenfels — Saalfeld, and
Lichtenfels — Coburg — Sonneberg routes. A half hourly frequency will be introduced between Nuremberg and Bamberg to cope with rising

passenger numbers, which increased by 50% over the last decade.

Regional serves will also be introduced along the full Ebenfurth — Erfurt high-speed line for the first time, with five train pairs planned daily
from Nuremberg via Coburg to Erfurt. The number of regional trains using the Ebenfurth — Coburg high-speed line will also increase from four

train pairs to eleven, with an expected journey time of 32 minutes.

https://www.railjournal.com/fleet/db-regio-wins-franconia-and-south-thuringia-concession/ 1/4


https://www.railjournal.com/author/kfender/
https://www.railjournal.com/
https://www.railjournal.com/category/fleet/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssGMDM0cJbwQekSm-J3fT1tmI6nBJY-bBH3oxqusoRd_E6CbUIxJXlxFqbzEhtsqWDoVkakOEcdJaLzuZXcWHhrnDCXnpS0sX65_eK1Q2STX8gNsnK_gRy1Tt_9kCm8VWV_QkNfFHfXV2ZWXzwCchaBin2OUunl6zbZiDpfOQOxicBD_o8YxH4hdxtJszBJRBZQjGCTlVtdJKnIjIlm7Mxvzko1bFWL8WU0Yic0-t9levGgoyYBLbom-aD3V9YKVYHW1cCeVLyzx_k&sig=Cg0ArKJSzL6VCDPIZqnS&adurl=http://www.transisrael.co.il/template/default.aspx%3FPageId%3D5958&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y

6-5-2020 DB Regio wins Franconia and South Thuringia concession | International Railway Journal

DB will order a new fleet of 190km/h partly double-deck Desiro HC EMUs from Siemens to operate the services. The four-car and six-car trains

will seat approximately 395 and 635 passengers respectively, and will be equipped with ETCS.

These trains will replace the existing Bombardier Talent 2 EMU fleet, which does not have the required capacity, along with two sets of double-

deck coaches hauled by leased Railpool Vectron locomotives currently used for services using the Ebenfurth — Coburg high-speed line.
The Bavarian government will provide usage guarantees to underpin the financing of the new trains.
For detailed information on rail tenders from around the world, subscribe to IR] Pro.
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